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Hudson River Community Health serves as
a vital safety net delivering care to Peekskill
patients annually, regardless of insurance sta-
tus or ability to pay, and contributes to the
health and overall economy of the community
with health services, jobs, leadership and in-
vestment.

Hudson River Community Health promotes
100 percent access and zero health disparities
to help achieve primary care for all people.

The people of Peekskill are right to recog-
nize this wonderful asset to our community.
Let us applaud their fine work. Our citizens
look forward to a better future because of the
Hudson River Community Health Centers.

————
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Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to an outstanding officer of the United
States Coast Guard. Captain John M. Holmes
has devoted almost three decades of his life
in service to his country. Captain Holmes has
excelled in his many assignments over the
years in the Coast Guard, assignments which
are as far ranging, varied and contemporary
as the Service itself.

Captain Holmes’ assignments include: Chief
of Operational Intelligence, Seventh Coast
Guard District in Miami, Florida; Operations
Officer, Coast Guard Group, Seattle, Wash-
ington; Overseas Inspection Supervisor, Ma-
rine Safety Office, Honolulu, Hawaii; Chief of
Compliance, Office of Marine Safety, Coast
Guard Headquarters, Washington, D.C.; and
Commanding Officer, Marine Safety Office, St.
Louis, Missouri.

The experience, commitment and profes-
sionalism which Captain Holmes brought to
the Service proved its value in assignments as
Coast Guard Liaison to the Governor of Amer-
ican Samoa; staff officer for the United States
Ambassador to the Government of Singapore;
State Department delegate to the International
Maritime Organization, London, England; and
as Deputy Chief, Office of Congressional Af-
fairs, Coast Guard Headquarters, Washington,
D.C.

It has been under the most demanding cir-
cumstances that, as Commanding Officer, Ma-
rine Safety Office, Los Angeles-Long Beach,
Captain Holmes has demonstrated the finest
qualities of a military officer. The events of
September 11, 2001, and the aftermath of
those attacks on our country, presented Cap-
tain Holmes with challenges far beyond those
faced by any previous Commanding Officer at
this unit. Captain Holmes immediately initiated
a series of skillfully coordinated actions in
order to establish a robust, comprehensive
maritime homeland security presence for this
vital port complex, the largest and busiest in
our Nation.

Expertly directing port security operations
and carefully balancing security and safety
with commerce, Captain Holmes achieved an
unprecedented level of interagency coopera-
tion with city, county, state and federal agen-
cies that led the Nation in coordinated oper-
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ations and planning. Establishing joint agency
boarding teams, high-risk vessel water es-
corts, on-board Sea Marshals of high-risk ves-
sels, and tighter port security boarding proce-
dures, he moved without delay on September
11, 2001 to insure the continuation of maritime
commerce and the confidence of the shipping
community. Many of Captain Holmes’ innova-
tive methods were adopted Pacific-wide by the
Coast Guard and will no doubt find their way
to ports worldwide as we seek to enhance
global maritime security.

This most distinguished Coast Guard officer,
with his wife Carol, has two children, Lucas
and Ava. They are as proud of him as am |,
for he has provided all of us a shining exam-
ple of all that is good and honorable in the
American military.

Mr. Speaker, as Chairman of the Homeland
Security Committee, | have had the distinct
pleasure of working directly with Captain
Holmes and seeing first-hand his professional
expertise, commitment to his personnel, and
dedication to his country. His stewardship in
serving our Nation will long be remembered,
and should serve as a model for all of us in
the years to come. As he sets his course for
new challenges, I'm sure my colleagues will
join me in saluting John Holmes, and thanking
him for a “job well done”—for the maritime
community, for California, and for America.

———
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Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, if we are to
maintain the most advanced military force,
with the most advanced weaponry, we must
have a dedicated stream of domestically pro-
duced parts. Regrettably, today this simply is
not happening. We can blame it on the reluc-
tance of the Department of Defense to “Buy
American” or on the dearth of domestic elec-
tronic component producers. Either way, our
armed forces dependence on foreign parts
has major security ramifications. From missiles
to computers, much of our crucial defense and
homeland security equipment relies on sophis-
ticated electronic components to function. We
must act now to eliminate our reliance on for-
eign electronic components in our defense
systems.

Today, Mr. Speaker, | am taking a bold step
to keep America secure and rebuild our do-
mestic electronics sector. | am introducing the
“Keep America Secure Act,” legislation that di-
rects the Department of Defense (DoD) and
the Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
to purchase electronic components, including
computer chips, communications devices, and
guidance systems, that are manufactured in
the United States. As an active member of the
Defense Industrial Base Caucus, | see this bill
as the perfect complement to ongoing efforts
to enhance the “Buy American” requirement
so that at least 65 percent of DoD equipment
contains U.S.-made parts. My bill would go
even further—requiring all component parts for
all DoD and DHS equipment to be Made-In-
America.

During the first Gulf War, the United States
was forced to turn to Japan—not once, but on

July 25, 2003

three separate occasions—for essential parts
in the production of the Patriot Missile. Simi-
larly, when Operation Iraqi Freedom began in
March, a Swiss company stopped shipments
of a crucial guidance system component for
U.S. smart bombs. Both these incidents could
have resulted in U.S. forces being in harm’s
way without necessary tools to defend them-
selves. Fortunately, neither incident caused
threats to our troops, but they clearly dem-
onstrate the need to protect our production
supply lines from being cut, especially in times
of war.

Additionally, Mr. Speaker, as one who is
very concerned about the state of domestic
manufacturing, | strongly believe that the Keep
America Secure will help re-ignite our high-
tech sector. Over the last two years, our econ-
omy has lost 2.6 million manufacturing jobs.
The Keep America Secure Act would help pro-
mote the remaining U.S. high tech firms. We
need to rebuild the domestic electronic com-
ponents industry, and this bill will help us do
it.

As our troops continue to rebuild Iraq and
our first responders focus on homeland secu-
rity, Congress must make a commitment to re-
building our domestic manufacturing base and
to ensuring that our courageous defenders
continue to have the best equipment available.
And as our economy suffers, let us give the
manufacturing sector a needed shot in the
arm. Unless the Congress stands up and puts
a halt to it we will eventually be at the mercy
of any adversary who controls the manufac-
ture of our weapons or critical components of
our weapons.

Mr. Speaker, in the days to come, | will look
to my like-minded friends, on both sides of the
aisle, to get action on this vital measure. | say
to my colleagues: let's work together to keep
America secure.

———
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
a group of my colleagues to introduce the Fair
Trade Coffee Resolution. This resolution calls
on the Legislative Branch and the Executive
Agencies of the Federal Government to make
fair trade coffee available at their events and
food service venues. It also directs the Con-
gress to provide information to the public
about Fair Trade coffee. Last year, the House
of Representatives passed H. Res 604, rec-
ommending that the Congress adopt a global
strategy for resolving the coffee crisis. Since
then we have not taken any legislative steps
to do what we recommended. This small piece
of legislation requires very little on our part
and yet would promote efforts to give a decent
standard of living to small coffee farmers
around the world.

The current coffee crisis has driven coffee
prices down to a hundred year low. On top of
that, small farmers are at the mercy of ruth-
less middlemen and are not even receiving
the fair market price. These middlemen take
advantage of small farmers who have no other
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